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To the Secretaries of the United States Department of Veterans Affairs and

Department of Defense:

Your memorialist respectfully represents:

Whereas, the World Health Organization has released several reports and
scientific studies concerning the health risks from exposure to depleted
uranium; and

Whereas, the chemical and radiological toxicity of depleted uranium has
been a reported cause of kidney dysfunction, damage to lung cells that
increases the possibility of lung cancer, neurological disorders, Tiver
infection and high miscarriage rates among military persconnel who have
returned from a designated combat zone where depleted uranium munitions have
been used; and

Hhereas, these munitions and armor were used extensively in the 1991
Gulf War and have remained in use during the years since the 2003 invasion of
Irag; and

Whereas, the significant environmental impact from military use and
disposal of depleted uranium munitions has been found in contaminated ground
surfaces, which over time will lead to food and ground water contamination;
and

Whereas, there i1s a public health need to ensure the safe storage,
disposal and clean-up of munitions and other products containing depleted
uranium; and

Whereas, section 2-5 of Army Regulations 700-48 requires prompt medical
care for all exposed individuals; and

Whereas, the Environmental Agents Service (EAS) of the 0ffice of Public
Health and Environmental Hazards, under the United States Department of
Veterans Affairs, administers health care programs related to environmental
issues, including those stemming from Operations Iraqi Freedom/Enduring
Freedom, the Gulf War, Agent Orange, depleted uranium and ionizing radiation.
EAS also oversees the War-Related Il1tness and Injury Study Centers; and

Whereas, the United States Department of Veterans Affairs established
the Depleted Uranium Follow-up Program to screen and monitor health effects
of depleted uranium exposure in veterans; and

Whereas, the exposure of members of the armed services to depleted
uranium may lead to health problems that take years to manifest; and

Whereas, the federal government should provide awareness and assistance
to any member or veteran of the armed forces who served in the Persian Gulf
Har or in an area designated as a combat zone during Operation Enduring
Freedom or Operation Iraqi Freedom and who has been assigned a risk level I
or I1 for depleted uranium exposure or has reason to believe such exposure
occurred during that service.

Wherefore your memorialist, the Senate of the State of Arizona, the House of

Representatives concurring, prays:

1. That the United States Department of Veterans Affairs and
Department of Defense assist any member or veteran of the armed forces who
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has been exposed to depleted uranium munitions or equipment, and the
dependants of any such member or veteran, to obtain a best practices health
screening test for exposure to depleted uranium that uses methods capable of
detecting low levels of depleted uranium,

2. That copies of this Memorial be transmitted to the Secretary of the
United States Department of Veterans Affairs, the Secretary of the United
States Department of Defense and each Member of Congress from the State of
Arizona.
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